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Scandals Bring Out Voters
Novembe 29, 2006 at 11:35 am by Rick Karlin Register Login
Scandals and negative campaigns are said to held doter turnout but that’s not what happen o
in the 20th District battle between John Sweeneyrawly elected Congresswoman Kirsten Our Famil Budgcts Are
Gilibrand. STRETCHED
To Their Limits

Paul Conti, a veteran TV newsman now teaching atGbllege of St. Rose in Albany made tha
point this morning during a panel discussion witbdl publicists. | had the pleasure of
participating at the event put on by the local ¢eapf the Public Relations Society of America

noted that one school of political thought goes liiis: negative ads turn people off to politics ||
leading to lower turnout. But the 20th race savighér turnout than in other parts of the state. || .

o I/"_@_'\I(Mdmaymm_w@

Along with Conti, Brian Taffe of Capital News 9 aWliGY’s Read Shepard, we had an interes
time discussing the recent elections as well asatypa-old question of whether the media does
much “horse race” rather than issues coverage \tloemes to politics. Most of us agreed that
there probably is too much horse racing stuffimbne had clear answers about getting away
that.

Also present were some Capital Region publicistkiging Ben Marvin of St. Rose, Ronald

as well as Tom Nardacci, and John Cordi from titependent System Operator, which helps
control the flow of electricity statewide.

Posted inGeneral

19 Comments»

1. The horse racing happens because the politicelgtved, including campaign staffers and

the journalists covering them, enjoy the horsengeind have an itch to scratch.

Maybe the Capitol Confidential blog can be a catialy moving the horse racing out of tt
mainstream articles, by focusing it here and segpressing things before they go over
there.

Of course, that also means more work for you: ngitlifferent material to cater to differe
audiences for different purposes. The quality $ofuis rarely the easy solution.

Comment by Mac — November 29, 2006 Zb4 pm
Two other myths:

1) Newsmen like Conti, who has never been invoimedinning a race from start to finish,
top to bottom; are politcal experts

2) Negative Ads don’t work and it's better for andalate to be nice

The print media wants to sell papers, thereforéntitee race approach, it's only natural.

Comment by Independent — November 29, 20063@pm
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3. Perhaps if there were more horses the other would vote toc

More horses = more issues. Fair ballot access nmaareshorses.
Do the right thing Eliot on day one . . .

Otherwise the cycle of either/or, lesser of twdsevoting presumably makes little
distinction in terms of issues, parties and cantdilarhus the horse race becomes sell a
based on personalities, tactics and other tripeishexcused by publishers and editors as
reporting.

This is why MSM blogs and panel discussions aresgnd. They can’t step out of the box
that the business cycle mandates. Assumptions &lfigiotic inevitability, exclusionary po!
and media buys make the process ridiculous to @& Wwhose consent is simply withdra
Spare us the yipes about apathy.

Comment bESun67— November 29, 2006 @51 pm

ESun67 (3):
> More horses = more issues. Fair ballot accessisn@are horses.

In case anyone is wondering, ESsimloing his usual opportunistic comment about ftiuvel
parties are locked out. In this case, he’s sayiafjinaking changing the system so that t
party candidates are viable would allow a much teeogand truely representative, range
issues. This in turn would make all voters feetdrespoken for, increasing optomism anc
promoting engagement.

| totally agree with you ESun.
(PS - Are you that Eric Sundall dude?)

Comment by David_GP_artist — November 29, 2008.5® pm

. Click on ESun67 and you go Iwtp://www.ericsundwall.com/
And | would guess he was born in 1967

Comment by Everyday People — November 29, 20868pm

Rick Karlin (0):

> Scandals and negative campaigns are said tadiogld voter turnout

> but thatd€™s not what happened in the 20th Bidtattle between John
> Sweeney and newly elected Congresswoman Kirsiibrénd.

Gillibrand’s main Albany guru, NY congressman MaeBany, stood by his advice to
Gillibrand throughout the election: “If you slingua, you are bound to get dirty.”

The general wisdom is that the 20th was a mud-festrue that Gillibrand ran negative
adds, and that they were quite effective. HoweMeelieve her campaign labored to remg
positive.

1) She repeatedly requested a debate. Sweeneyaelyszame up with excuses and
demands. It was clearly Sweeney’s fault that sometas positive as a debate never
happened.

2) Issues: Gillibrand’s website proudly displayedne very bold issue initiatives:

a) Doubling CAFE to 60 within 10 years (this wotikdce the bulk of cars sold to be hybr
or full-electric by then).

b) Total troop withdrawl from Iraq, within 12 morsth

c¢) All US citizens be allowed to buy into medicare.

__ These aren'tjust issues, they are red hotiposi News headlines in the 3 weeks sin
the election show that these positions are strepgudures not only from the Republican
party platform, but hers as well.

Such bold ideas require a positive candidate tpgirthem (and defend them). Sweeney
fortunately spent little time away from his insitioas of her integrety to attack them. Bu
others, like 21st’ Warren Redlich, did.

3) “Get out the Vote” (GotV). Major local organizats such as Working Families, union
and Sierra Club mobilized their members to aid Meu might say she had an army of
volunteers, focussed on mobilizing party membéws undecided, and eventually even
Republicans. There was a huge amount of door kngckind registration.

Keep in mind, So | think that if you look more abhgat the Gillibrand campaign, you wil
realize that negativity was only supplementanh® dtrategy of the winning candidate.

Comment by David_GP_artist — November 29, 20064@ pm
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7. BONNY Betancourt | think. | wondered what she wa to these days, aside from rais

10. What the ... an actual discussion in the commdatgfat allowed? | feel like | should ste

little fishies. What exactly is a “publicist” anywa
XXX

Comment by Patty Hearst — November 29, 200813 pm
Negative ads work, and for Sweeney’s camp to ¢a@mp@bout it is ridiculous, since he di
plenty of negative campaigning, in TV ads, scatliamments by his flacks, and through

hot-blooded surrogates here.

Let’s be real — Gillibrand had to attack Sweenegsord, both political and personal, to
more strongly make the case that she would beterlyepresentative than him.

Otherwise she would have wasted a year of herdifd,a couple million of her supporters
money.

And Sweeney had to attack Gillibrand, to try togdiglify her early, with contributors as
much as voters, and hopefully coast to another easjection. Campaign 101.

| ran into many voters at the doors who said theyewput off by the negativity of the
campaign, but that notional alienation was not barat in the remarkably high off-year
turnout.

Gillibrand talked plenty about her issues, andseweral positive issue-based ads.

But that would never have been enough to beat areshed incumbent.

She had to go negative, truthfully, in order to win

Comment by devtob — November 29, 2008:@ pm

. Thoughtful discussions....

For the record, | have indeed never been involaedmning a campaign. Not at all. Neve
mind from start to finish. | only observed them.

| did not judge nor is it for me to judge the waonsss or the effectiveness of any campai
tactic. When | practiced journalism full time it sveny job to observe and report on those
tactics.

However, in response geveral questions regarding the 20th Congressidis#ict race an
the campaign, which our “audience” described agéatige” | offered the following
statistics.

Statewide, about 25% of the registered voterseériNbw York weighed in on their choice
for Governor based on unofficial numbers from tlwi@ty Boards of Elections across theg
state, which have not yet completed their officahvass. In the 20@@ongressional Distric
based on the same reports, about 50% of thoseerggisvoted.

| suppose you can infer anything from that setwhhers. It does not mean that negative
campaigning works. It does not mean negative cagnpeg doesn’t work. It means that fg
the room of people we addressed, who perceivedahmaign in the 20th wasegative, the
got those statistics from me to weigh.

If you agree the campaign in the 20th was negdalige you could conclude that negative
campaigns may push turnout higher.

In any event the point of the original posters rekmavere, | think, that stories and
journalists tend to cover the “horse race” toomfi@d not enough issues. Maybe true.

Here’s another observation from an “retired” jodistaThese days, it is pretty difficult to
get a candidate for Federal or Statewide officigéd off message.” You can ask any
guestion you like. Usually the response will coraelbto reflect the message of the day.
| don’t know which came first: The chicken or thgge

Paul Conti

Comment by Paul — November 30, 2006127 am
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in for the campaign operativ around here and point out that as a former joisthglou June 2007
were part of a traitorous, leftist industry, ardbh’t even have to know any of your work fo May 2007
say that. April 2007
March 2007
Anyway, enough sarcasm. Mr. Conti, you said Februan2007
January2007
These days, it is pretty difficult to get a candédtor Federal or Statewide office December006
to &€ceget off message.&®&ou can ask any question you like. Usually the November2006
response will come back to reflect the messagkentiay. October2006

SeptembeP006

Clearly, this is one of the challenges that a repdaces. However, | rarely see somethirlg August2006

[eXTe]

like this in a news article: “The TU asked Candéd@ritter about X, and Critter responded July 2006
with Y. The TU asked about X in a follow-up questiand Critter responded with Z.” June2006
May 2006

Instead, we just get the on-message quote andkis Ito the reader like both theporter ant April 2006
candidate are content with that little dance. Wayahange the journalistic practice, and March2006

begin pointing out that the candidate simply is amgwering the questions. Eebrua 0326
anuar

| mean, imagine if we had a president who alwaywamned with straw man arguments and Decembe005

meaningless slogans. Oh, wait... OTHER TU BLOGS

Sorry, more sarcasm. Anyway - your thoughts?

See thdist
Comment byameMan — November 30, 2006 @:12pm
Blogroll
11. Paul Conti (9):
> In any event the point of the original postersaeks were, | think, BlogNetNews
> that stories and journalists tend to cover theeld@rse raced€too Politics on theHudson
> often and not enough issues. Maybe true. Room Eight
: . o ) ) The DailyPolitics
| agree, more coverage of issues sounds good. lBust admit, it did seem like nothing The Empire Zone

energized people at the end better than the 91.1ifoahly the public had greter respect far The Politicker
visionary ideas.

Comment by David_GP_artist — November 30, 20062@5 pm Political Links
12. In the interest of accuracy, just wanted toifylahat it was Jo Ann LeSage of Pierce WEP Journal

Communications who was in attendance at the PR84ram, not Joanne DeVoe.

Comment by Young curmudgeon — November 30, 208 10pm
Knickerbocker Blog

13. Clearly, this is one of the challenges thatpmrer faces. However, | rarely see something ReformNY
like this in a news article: &€ceThe TU asked Caatdi€ritter about X, and Critter The Agenda
responded with Y. The TU asked about X in a follopvguestion, and Critter responded The Chalkboard

with Z.4€
] ) - S .. |»Blogs that link here
It's nice to sit here and pontificate now. Thighse first time I've ever entered anything into
a blog. Didn't feel it was fair to do that in mygidife — or wise. But now that | am a |2 Technorati
faculty member at the College of Saint Rose | caadopinionated as | want to be.

Special Interest Blogs

Paged of 6

As far as running back to back to back comments fagparticular candidate to demonstrate
the idea that they stay on message | think yoint The Daily Show does that quite
frequently. It is generally considered an opinibow and they do it for the comedic value.

I’'m trying to picture how a local TV station couti it or how Rick could do it in a straight
story and not have it appear unbalanced. | cortfeggournalists obsess about that issue —
the balance issue. There will be some people wad ttes who plainly will not believe it,

but people who are committed to the craft are tbein harshest critics.

In retrospect, | think there are times when we &hgtihave worried about the “balance”
issue as often as instead offered insight. Howe\adso believe that if print or broadcasts
journalists did that they would be accused of lelan more often than they are now,
especially when reporting politics. Not that ciigio is supposed to stop solid journalism.
Sometimes it's your best indicator of when youd@wgng your job properly.

This probably doesn’t answer your questions, larlan academic now and | just raise
more questions. It's your job to find the answéuat satisfy you&

Paul Conti

Comment by Paul — November 30, 2006:@8 pm
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14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

Reporters have a tough task ferretinc corruption, or getting politicians to tell the i
about anything when they'd rather not.

The prime example of this is Pataki’s wife’s exteynlucrative no/seldom-show jobs
funded by Republican contributors.

Reporters asked about it several times, got théhing to see here, move along” response,
and the story died.

To nail a corruption story, the media rely almattirely on leaks from people on the inside
who, for one reason or another, want the truthetoogt.

They do not have subpoena power, so can only regat people willingly tell them.
Which almost always contains a good bit of seléiasted truthiness.

The balance thing can be a real problem when aleeisiclearly telling the truth and the
other side clearly is not.

The media are generally loathe to call out thes)iand too often end up
publishing/broadcasting lies.

Call me quaint, but | believe the media shoulddgorting the truth, and not just what
officials say.

And if the official liars and their supporters thithat's “unbalanced,” tough.
Comment by devtob — November 30, 2008:8) pm

| thought | made some insightful comments alblegiproblems of the media, and then | read
this killer pieceby Dan Froomkin of the Washington Post.

As they say on the Internets, what he said.
Click the link to see why.
Comment by devtob — November 30, 20061@7 pm

In terms of third party candidates coveraged Exebrun will claim that historic inevitability
precludes their coverage. Rex Smith is chagrirot@cthe noble citizen candidate for fear
that they might have their egos fed, not theiréssoeard. Even Mr. Karlin admits that there
is only so much much space for them. Stories aBaugteney’s cigarette smoking and
Gillibrand’s stop sign incident are fine however. .

Yet we see only the petty aspects of personaliiése duopoly because they hold the
market share of the inertial voting body. Theya@s® command attention with their buying
power. The greater urgency of the polity shoulditreeme limited coverage of these
candidates. Presumably all the AG third party cdaigis have passed the Bar and merit
some professional courtesy. Even the comptrolledickates (Green & Libertarian)
commanded higher than usual results with littl@a@campaigning or coverage. Mr.
McCourt made some headway, but even his Irish clzamme up short.

Cultural elitism permeates the process in the compaitical and media channels.
Fortunately the Internet provides alternative viemd analysis. Unfortunately it will take
another two generations of usage and advocacyé#fertide can be turned on the last two
generations that have indebted us for time immeathori

Comment bfSun67— December 1, 2006 @:31 am

Better make that three generations. | plan fingemy children all about Ralph Nader and
his third-party run in 2000. Message: guess wlla¢re was a difference between the
candidates - one of them invaded Iraq and createdl an earth, the other one would not
have been so careless and foolish.

Comment byameMan— December 1, 2006 @08 pm

| tried to comment earlier regarding “the appeae of balance,” but apparently the
comment got lost in the tubes of the internets.

In a nutshell, | suggested that if a news org hatethodology or practice of saying “we
asked X, and the answer we got was Y” and apptiatifgractice across the board, then that

http://blogs.timesunion.com/capitol/archives/2

Pageb of 6

3/19/200:t



New York Politics Capitol Confidential : Albany Tems Union : timesunion.com : Cap... Page6 of 6

would seem to answer any questions of bale
| guess that practice would raise an issue of artepplacing herself in the story. My
response to that issue would be - so what? A lgts of the “voice of Godhight be a goo
thing.
The internets allow any old layman to be a meditiecrisn't it great?
Comment byameMan— December 1, 2006 @18 pm

19. Ifinally went and looked as Eric Sundwall's bogt sure | spelled the last name right).
Yep, he’s definitely the same guy called ESun67 Wiogs here. No mistaking those
obscure references and comparisons that hardlynengen keep pace with (or verify).

Comment by David_GP_artist — December 4, 2008:40 pm
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